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The English version follows the Chinese version. In the event of any discrepancy

between the two, the Chinese version shall prevail.

Department of Buddhist Studies Fo Guang University

Graduate Student Association Constitution

Revised on September 19, 2019 (108/09/19)

Revised on June 22, 2021 (110/06/22)

Chapter I General Provisions

Article 1
The official name of this association is the Buddhist Studies Graduate Student

Association of Fo Guang University (hereinafter referred to as “the Association”).

Article 2
The Association is a comprehensive organization established with the following

objectives:



1. To align with the university’s and faculty’s overall educational policies, and to

promote academic research in Buddhist Studies and related disciplines.

2. To assist the department in collecting academic information on Buddhist Studies

and in advancing research work in the field.

3. To maintain communication and cooperation between the Association and

external Buddhist academic organizations.

Chapter II Membership

Article 3

All graduate students registered in the Department of Buddhist Studies at Fo Guang

University in the current semester, including extended-term students, exchange students,

and credit students, are ex officio members of the Association.

Article 4

Members have the right to participate in all activities organized by the Association and

the Department Student Association.

Article 5

Members have the following obligations:



1. To comply with the regulations of the Association and the resolutions passed by

the General Assembly.

2. To pay membership fees on time as required. Extended-term students, exchange

students, and credit students are exempt from membership fees.

Chapter III Organization and Responsibilities

Article 6

The Association’s highest administrative decision-making body is the Executive

Council, composed of the President, Vice President, Academic Division,

Administrative Division, General Affairs Division, and Public Relations Division.

Article 7

The Association shall have one President and one Vice President, elected from among

qualified voting members. Their term of office is one year, renewable once.

Article 8

The President represents the Association externally and manages its affairs internally.

Duties include:

1. Convening General Assemblies, Executive Council meetings, and other

relevant meetings.



2. Implementing resolutions passed by meetings.

3. Drafting an activity plan at the beginning of each semester to be discussed by

the Council.

4. Adjusting organizational roles and responsibilities flexibly as needed each year.

5. Appointing division heads, with members selected by each head.

Article 9

The Vice President assists the President in carrying out the Association’s affairs and

serves as acting President during the President’s absence.

Article 10

The Association and the Department Student Association collaborate in operations,

assisting each other without interference. In the case of disputes, the Presidents and

Vice Presidents of both organizations shall make the final evaluation and decision.

Article 11

Division responsibilities are as follows:

1. Academic Division

o Plans and organizes annual academic conferences, lectures, seminars,

workshops, etc.



o Organizes and promotes departmental reading groups.

o Assists in hosting international academic conferences, workshops, and

guest lectures.

o Updates domestic and international academic information (e.g.,

conference notices, academic news, publication announcements)

through the department’s online platform.

2. Administrative Division

o Manages documentation, meeting minutes, incoming and outgoing

correspondence, announcements, and forwarding.

o Maintains and updates the membership directory.

O

Prepares the annual calendar.

o Produces appointment letters and certificates for officers.

3. General Affairs Division

o Manages collection and expenditure of membership fees, budgeting,

accounting, and public financial reporting.

o Purchases supplies for activities.

o Manages and lends shared equipment.



4. Public Relations Division

o Produces posters, invitations, and other promotional materials for

academic activities.

o Handles event photography and videography.

o Releases news articles and photos of activities.

Article 12

Former Presidents, Vice Presidents, and division officers are obliged to provide

guidance and advice when appropriate but shall not participate in decision-making.

Chapter IV Meetings

Article 13

Types of meetings include General Assembly, Council Meetings, Extraordinary

Meetings, and Emergency Meetings.

1. The General Assembly shall be held at least once per semester. Extraordinary

or emergency meetings may be convened in case of significant events,

important activities, or urgent matters.



2. Council Meetings, attended by the President, Vice President, and division heads,

are convened by the President or the chief convener of activities as needed.

Attendance is mandatory unless excused by serious circumstances.

Article 14

The General Assembly, composed of all members, has the following powers:

1. Establishing and amending the constitution.

2. FElecting or dismissing the President.

3. Deciding on membership fees.

4. Approving annual activity plans, reports, budgets, and final accounts.

5. Deciding on member (or representative) expulsions.

6. Deciding on the dissolution of the Association.

7. Deciding on other major matters concerning members’ rights and obligations.

8. The General Assembly or extraordinary meetings are convened by the President

as necessary each academic year.

Article 15

Resolutions of the General Assembly are classified as:



1. Ordinary Resolutions: Require the approval of more than one-half of members

present.

2. Special Resolutions: Required for dismissing the President, amending the

constitution, dissolving the Association, or expelling members. These require

the attendance of at least two-thirds of all members, with approval from three-

fourths of those present. Proxy voting is permitted in exceptional cases with a

written authorization (one proxy per member).

Article 16

During recess (when no General Assembly is held), the Executive Council shall

exercise the authority of the General Assembly.

Chapter V Elections and Dismissal

Article 17

1. All members, except extended-term students, exchange students, and credit

students, have the right to vote for and run for President and Vice President.

2. Candidates for President and Vice President must register jointly. In principle,

second- and first-year doctoral students are encouraged to run, though eligibility

is not limited in order to encourage participation.



Article 18

The Association shall announce candidate registration at least seven days before the

election and publish the list of candidates and eligible voters at least three days prior.

Article 19

The election shall be held in the first semester of each academic year, concurrently with

the Department Student Association elections.

Article 20

1. Voting shall take place at designated polling stations.

2. If'there is only one candidate team, at least 20% of eligible members must vote,

and the number of votes in favor must exceed those against for the candidates

to be elected.

3. If there are multiple candidate teams, at least 20% of eligible members must

vote, and the team with the highest number of votes wins.

4. In case of a tie, a public lottery shall be held within one week.

Article 21

The elected President and Vice President shall appoint division officers and complete

the handover process within three weeks.



Article 22

To dismiss the President, more than half of the members must jointly propose a

dismissal motion to the General Assembly. A special resolution requiring attendance by

two-thirds of members and approval by three-fourths of those present is needed. After

dismissal, the Vice President shall act as interim President, with a re-election held

within 30 days. If the President’s remaining term is less than three months, the Vice

President shall serve until the end of the term. Only one dismissal motion may be

proposed per term.

Chapter VI Finance and Accounting

Article 23

The Association’s funding sources include:

1. Membership fees collected annually from enrolled master’s and doctoral

students (excluding exchange students, extended-term students, and credit

students, who nonetheless retain membership rights).

2. Extended-term students are defined as master’s students beyond their second

year and doctoral students beyond their second year.

3. Voluntary donations from supporters.



4. Other sources.

Article 24

Use of funds:

1. Expenses related to Association activities.

2. When graduate students participate in activities organized by the Department

Student Association, the Association shall reimburse the Department Student

Association each semester according to the number of participants and the

amount subsidized per person.

Chapter VII Supplementary Provisions

Article 25

Any resolution inconsistent with this constitution is invalid.

Article 26

If members consider the constitution incomplete, they may, with signatures from at least

half of the members, propose amendments two weeks before the General Assembly.

Amendments require the approval of two-thirds of attending members.



Article 27

During recess, the Executive Council shall exercise the authority of the General

Assembly. Any amendments passed must be ratified at the next General Assembly.

Article 28

The Association may invite experts, scholars, or faculty advisors as needed.

Article 29

This constitution, once passed by the General Assembly, shall be submitted to the

Department Affairs Meeting for record. The same applies to future amendments.



