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Fo Guang University
Department of Buddhist Studies
Study Regulations for Master Degree Program
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1. The Department of Buddhist Studies (hereinafter referred to as “DBS”) supervises its MA students for

the achievement based on the “University Constitution” and designated the “Study Regulations for
Master Degree Program” (hereinafter referred to as “regulations™)
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The duration of the MA program for DBS is limited to one to four years.
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The MA students of this Department are required to complete at least 24 credits and a thesis paper either
written in Chinese or English (of 6 credits). Graduation depends on the success of final oral defense. For
whom thesis paper is written in English language, and whose first language is not English is required to
pass TOEIC test with the score of 750 or higher before the final oral defense. TOEIC test can be exempted
upon verification of DBS for those who have completed his or her bachelor degree in English and are
able to provide evidence of language proficiency to write an English thesis paper.For whom the thesis
paper is not written in their first language, or has not yet completed full-time academic study in the
chosen language (BA and above) is required to pass the language testing required by this Department
before the final oral defense.
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4. The MA students of DBS may transfer credit earned in accordance with the “Master Degree Program
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Course Credit Transfer Policy and Procedure”
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5. The MA students of DBS shall comply with the following regulations during the program:
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1. Inthe first three semesters of the academic year, the graduate student must register a minimum
of 3 credits and no more than 12 credits of courses for each semester. Any special circumstances
are subject to the approval of DBS through the Department Faculty Meeting.
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2. From the third semester onward, the graduate student must choose a thesis advisor and submit



"Thesis Advisor Agreement"” before October 31st of Fall Semester and before March 31st of
Spring Semester. Before thesis advisor is selected, the Dean or chair of the department will assign
a professor as a temporary thesis advisor.
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3. Only student who has selected a thesis advisor can apply for thesis proposal oral examination. The
thesis oral examination shall be jointly reviewed by at least one committee invited by the
apponited thesis advisor. The graduate student must submit the application before November 15%
of Fall Semester and before April 15" of Spring Semester. The date for thesis proposal oral
examination is between December 1 to 10" for Fall Semester and May 1% to 10" for Spring
Semester.
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4.  Students who have passed the thesis proposal oral examination for less than one semester may
not apply for the final oral defense. Before the final oral defense, the student must pass the
Academic Research Ethics Education Course required by the Ministry of Education and complete
the plagiarism checking, then fill in the Fo Guang University Graduate Student Dissertation
Similarity Comparison Checklist, with the Dissertation Similarity Comparison Report as
attachment. The comparison of dissertation similarity should not exceed 30%. If the comparison
of dissertation similarity exceeds 30% , a dissertation review team shall be formed by at least 3
lectures, including the Dean, chairman of department and thesis advisor in order to carry out a
review to confirm that there is no violation of academic ethics. Final oral defense can only be
conducted if there is no violation of academic ethics and the Dissertation Similarity Comparison
Report shall be submitted to the final oral defense committee.
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6. The graduate student of DBS shall comply with the following regulations regarding course selection
before applying for graduation.
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1. One must complete the compulsory/required courses of a total of 10 credits.
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2. One must complete the elective courses a total of 14 credits, with a minimun of 12 credits in the
major, within which no more than 2 credits from interdisciplinary courses.
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3. For whom have not completed one of the Buddhist related language course(s): Sanskrit, Pali,



Tibetan etc. (for one academic year), one should enroll in the undergraduate language course(s)
offered by DBS. One is exempted if have completed any of those language course(s). Non-
Chinese speakers can enroll the “Buddhist Chinese I’ (BU55A) and “Buddhist Chinese II”
(BUS55B) courses as Foundation for Buddhist languages. These language course(s) are not
counted as credits for graduation.
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4. The Chinese track students must enroll the undergraduate courses of "Selected Readings in
English Buddhist Studies Writings | and II" (BU375 & BU381) and " Selected Readings in
Japanese Buddhist Studies Writings | and II". These credits are not counted as credits for
graduation. One can be exempted if has taken the course or passed the assessment given by the
professor.
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Thesis advisor must be a full-time or of the rank of assistant professor or above at DBS. However, with
the approval of the DBS Chair, one may request professor or assistant professor from other departments
as thesis advisor. If one wish to choose a qualified off-campus professor or associate professor, the
approval of this department through the Department Faculty Meeting is required. In this case, a full-
time or assistant professor from DBS is needed to serve as a member of supervisory committee.
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Once the "Thesis Advisor Agreement” is submitted, the selected thesis advisor may not be replaced
without the approval of the thesis advisor and/or through the Department Faculty Meeting.
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The MA students of DBS must comply with all the relevant regulations regarding thesis paper set by
this department before applying for graduation.
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. The MA students of this department must assist in the teaching and research related works.
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. Matters not mentioned herein, if any, may handle in accordance with the university constitution and/or

other relevant regulations.



